
Synopsis of Annie 
 
Set in New York during the early 1930s, unemployment is high, ‘Prohibition’ is in, and 
America is plunged into the Great Depression. Annie is a 10 year old girl at the Hudson 
St Orphanage, run by Miss Hannigan - a horrible gin-soaked child-hating drunk. The 
girls' lives are made hard, by Miss Hannigan, who sees herself stuck in a miserable job 
that she hates.  
 
One day Annie decides to run away, and during her short time outside, Annie befriends 
a dog who she calls Sandy. Annie is then picked up by a policeman and taken back to 
the orphanage.  
 
Outside the orphanage, the arrival of Grace Farrell, who is the private secretary to 
Oliver Warbucks, tells Miss Hannigan that she is there to choose an orphan to spend 
Christmas at his mansion. Annie makes sure Grace chooses her to spend the week at 
Warbucks' home.  
 
At the Warbucks' mansion Annie makes a good impression with the household staff, 
but Warbucks seems a tougher nut to crack…..  
 
Back at the orphanage, Miss Hannigan's brother Rooster and his new girlfriend Lily 
call to borrow some money.  
 
As the days pass, Warbucks realizes he is growing fond of Annie, and the evening 
before she has to go back to the orphanage, he takes her to Radio City Music Hall. The 
next morning Grace suggests to Warbucks that he adopts Annie. Warbucks tells Annie 
he has adopted her and bought her a new locket. However, the ever optimistic, Annie 
tells him she has parents who will claim her one day with the other half of the locket 
she always wears.  Warbucks promises to help her find them and goes to the radio to 
appeal for Annie's parents. 
 
Warbucks takes Annie to meet President & Mrs Roosevelt and when they return an 
excited Annie can't wait to meet her parents (after the promise of a huge monetary 
reward – huge crowds had gathered at the mansion). A distraught Annie finds out that 
her parents weren’t amongst the crowd. 
 
At the orphanage, a couple arrive claiming to be Annie's parents but then reveal 
themselves to be Rooster and Lily. Miss Hannigan tells them Annie's parents had died, 
leaving a few possessions in a little box. Inside the box is the other half of the locket, 
Warbucks had spoken of in his radio appeal, so the three of them hatch a plan to get 
the money from Warbucks. Rooster and Lily head to Warbucks' home and manage to 
fool everybody. 
 
Although Annie is disappointed that her real parents have turned up, she also realises 
that the whole thing is a scam. The orphans also back up this idea and tell Warbucks 
they had overheard the hatched plan to kidnap Annie and kill her. 
 
The next day Warbucks officially adopts Annie and throws a big party. The orphanage 
girls are there - presumably they have been adopted too by others, and Miss Hannigan 
now a reformed woman. 



            ANNIE 
 
 

LIBRETTO AUDITION PIECES 
 
 
ANNIE     pages 20/21 (up to start of song) 
                   P76 (down to “folks on my own”) 
 
LILY     pages 64/65 
 
WARBUCKS   page 47 (“it’s good to be home”) 

Pages 83/84 (“Grace I’ve never endorsed a product …”) 
 
 
ICKES, PERKINS, HULL, MARGANTHOU, ROOSEVELT, HOWE – pages 98/99 
 
FEMALE PLUS CHORUS – Apple seller, Women 1, 2, 3, 4, Cecille, Mrs Pugh, 
Boylan Sisters  – pages 22/25 (All Female parts) 
 
GENTS PLUS CHORUS – Bundles, Ward, Man 1-4 Eddie, Whacky, Johnson, Drake, 
Brandeis – pages 22/25 (All male parts) 
 
ORPHANS – Duffy, Molly, Tessie, July, Kate, Pepper – page76 - (read “Annie” 
from “This locket” to “with folks of my own”  



            ANNIE 
Music Audition Pieces 

 
Annie    ‘Maybe’ 
 
Tessie  ) 
July  ) 
Kate  ) ‘Tomorrow’ 
Duffy  ) 
Pepper ) 
Molly  )    
 
 
Warbucks  ‘Something was missing’ 
 
Lily   ‘Easy Street’ - Bars 41-55 (top line) 
 
 
Roosevelt ) 
Ike  ) ‘Tomorrow’ (Cabinet version) 
Perkins )   
 
Bert Healy  ‘Fully Dressed’ – Bars 8-38 
 
Bonnie (S) ) 
Connie (MS) ) ‘Fully Dressed’ – Bars 50-end 
Ronnie (A) )   
 
Hooverville 1 (F) 
Hooverville 2 (M) ‘Hooverville’ - Bars 18-33 
Hooverville 3 (F)  
 
Drake   ‘I don’t need anything’ - Bars 51-58 
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